CHAPTER VII

(A.D. 1415-1526)

RA JAYASINHA III of Junagadh succeeded his father
Ra Melak in A.D. 1415 and had a peaceful reign of twenty-
five years, for Ahmad Shah was too fully occupied with
affairs in Gujarat and with consolidating his newly
acquired power at Ahmadabad to pay much attention
to Saurashtra. In A.D. 1420, however, he was obliged
to despatch an army to the province to collect arrears
of tribute from certain of the chiefs. Sarangji Gohel
was ruling in Gohelwad, and on a demand for money
being made, his uncle Ramji, who enjoyed considerable
power, declared there was not sufficient money in the
treasury to satisfy the demand in full, but declared that
a portion of the sum could be paid and suggested that
Sarangji should be taken as hostage for the remainder!
This course the Mahomedans agreed to, and Sarangji
was taken to Ahmadabad. His uncle Ramji now
usurped his dominions and made no effort to release
his nephew by paying off what remained due of the
tribute. Sarangji, however, eventually escaped from
Ahmadabad and hastened to Saurashtra to recover his
possessions. Those supporting Ramji went over to the
side of the legitimate ruler, and Ramji, being left un-
supported, abdicated in favour of his nephew. He was
allowed to remain in Gohelwad, and lived at Dharai,
near Monpur.

Jetsinhji Jhala, of Jhalawad, was also visited by the
Musalman army under Malik Mahmud Bargi.   He opposed
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